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Email:- midwestmulticultural@gmail.com 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Harmony Festival 2025, proudly organised by the Midwest Multicultural Association, 

was a vibrant celebration of cultural diversity, unity, and community spirit in the City of 

Greater Geraldton. Held on Saturday, 15 March 2025, at Stow Gardens, the festival 

welcomed over 1,000 attendees from all walks of life. 

The event showcased the rich multicultural tapestry of our region through dynamic cultural 

performances, international food stalls, interactive family activities, and the iconic 

Parade of Nations — where people proudly represented their heritage with traditional attire 

and flags. 

From live music and dance to hands-on arts, pony rides, science exhibits, enormous kites and 

community stalls, the festival created an inclusive, family-friendly space for everyone to 

come together, connect, and celebrate the beauty of diversity. 

It was a true reflection of our "One Community, Many Cultures" spirit — leaving attendees 

inspired, united, and proud to be part of such a welcoming and diverse community. 

 

OBJECTIVES AND GOALS 

The primary goals for MWMA Harmony Festival 2025 were: 

   Celebrate cultural diversity within the City of Greater Geraldton 

   Promote inclusion and understanding among all cultural groups 

   Create a family-friendly, engaging atmosphere with performances and activities for    

       all ages 

   Support local businesses, community groups, and multicultural stalls 

   Provide a platform for cultural exchange through food, music, dance,  

      and art 

The event was officially opened  

with a warm welcome from:  
 

¶ Nidhi Kumari (Vice Chair, MWMA) 

¶ Welcome to Country by Kathy 

Councillor 

¶ National Anthem led by Layung Clifford 

¶ City of Greater Geraldton Mayor Jerry 

Clune 
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 

The festival featured a diverse range of performances, interactive experiences, and family-friendly 

activities, making it an engaging and inclusive event for all. 

 

PERFORMANCES & STAGE PROGRAM 

The main stage featured an exciting, high-energy lineup, hosted by Master of Ceremony Hari Kumar. 

Performers from diverse cultural backgrounds shared their art through dance, music, and crowd interactions: 
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¶ Batavia Rockers Wandina Primary School 

(Staff Performance) All Things Dance 

¶ Beyond Beats 

¶ Crowd Participation (Belly Dance, Fusion 

Ball Game) 

¶ Geraldton Mabuhay Cultural Association 

¶ Kiera King 

¶ Layung Clifford 

¶ Midwest African Association Youth 

¶ Midwest Community Fusion Bellydancers 

– Bellysparkles & Supa Novas 

¶ Natthamon Weber 

¶ Natya Indian Classical & Bollywood 

Dancing (Children & Adults) 

¶ Parade of Nations 

¶ Peony Chinese Dancers 

¶ Pesona Indonesia (Children & Adults) 

¶ Punjabi Cultural Dance Group 

¶ Rusty Partz 

¶ Sabrillo 

¶ Shermy Coleman 

¶ Zumba with Lisa 

 

ACTIVITIES & ATTRACTIONS 

The festival provided a mix of cultural, educational, and interactive activities for all ages, including: 

¶ Birdlife Midwest – Geraldton  

¶ Cape Burney Fire Brigade Truck 

¶ Face Painting Magic 

¶ Fusion - Activities  

¶ Geraldton & Midwest E-Waste 

¶ Geraldton Croquet Club  

¶ Hop Upon a Pony  

¶ Hoverball Archery (Woorree Scouts) 

¶ Kite Kinetics 

¶ Midwest Adventure Tours (Scavenger 

Hunt) 

¶ Midwest Bounce & Fun (Animal Riders) 

 

 

 

¶ Mini Madness (Golf & Giant Jenga) 

¶ Ngala (Cultural Map & Flags Activity) 

¶ Old MacDonald Travelling Farm 

¶ PCYC  

¶ Rashaan Biggs (Mural) 

¶ Scitech Toddlerfest Roadshow 

¶ Stilt walkers – Alexis Gibbens & Bonnie 

Bolton 

¶ The Geraldton Project (Spinners) & 

Spinners and Weavers 

¶ Yamaji Trail Tours 

SUPPORTERS: 

 

Red Dust Holdings, Mid West Ports Authority, City of Greater Geraldton, Iluka Resources,  

Office of Multicultural Interests 

(Lotterywest - Banners did not arrive in time to display) 
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COMMUNITY & STALLHOLDER PARTICIPATION 

The event brought together a diverse range of vendors, community organisations, and local businesses. 

 

FOOD STALLS: 

¶ Amenah Satay House 

¶ Big Softy Ice Cream Vans Geraldton 

¶ Geraldton Greenough Farmers Markets 

(GGFM) 

¶ Have a Delicious Day 

¶ JB Cuisine 

¶ José BBQ 

¶ Lickety Sticks Icy Pops 

¶ OMG Decadent Donuts Geraldton 

¶ Shaved Ice 

¶ Wicked Waffles and Ice Cream 

¶ Fusions Gelato Café 
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GIFT & INFORMATION STALLS: 

¶ Amanda's Emporium 

¶ Centacare Family Services 

¶ Geraldton Anglican Cathedral - 

HOPE25 

¶ Geraldton Refugee Support Group 

¶ Henna by WK 

¶ Jo Blayney Thermomix Consultant 

¶ Jodie Bradley Photography 

¶ NGK Woodturning 

¶ Nimble Fingers 

¶ RUAH Community Services 

¶ Soroptimist International Midwest 

¶ STAY (Short Term Accommodation 

for Youth) 

 

 
 

SPONSORSHIP & SUPPORT 
The event was made possible through the generous support of our sponsors and partners with financial 

and/or in-kind support with discounts on services provided:  
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Event Partners: 

¶ 65Thirty Events & Entertainment 

¶ Beam 

¶ Bunnings 

¶ Cape Burney Fire Brigade 

¶ Champion Bay Surf Life Saving Club 

¶ Fusion 

¶ Geraldton & Midwest E-Waste 

¶ Geraldton Party & Events Hire 

¶ Hi-Lite Security 

¶ Kathy Councillor 

¶ Kennards Hire 

¶ Kick Solutions 

¶ Ngala 

¶ Orana Cinemas 

¶ Rob Dines - Ocean Air 

¶ The Geraldton Project 

¶ Total Toilets 

¶ TS Morrow Navy Cadets 

¶ Veolia Environmental Services 

¶ Western Australian Newspapers 

MIDWEST MULTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE 2025 

¶ Chair: Noma Malangu 

¶ Vice Chair: Nidhi Kumari 

¶ Secretary: Yvonne Lovedee 

¶ Treasurer: Yvonne Marsden 

¶ Committee/Stage Manager: Janine 

Gerard 

¶ Committee Member: Bobbi Fawcett 

¶ Engagement Officer: Neetu Rani 
 

VOLUNTEERS  

¶ Brad Pass ¶ Ingrid Rawson  ¶ Noreen Prasad  

¶ Charmaine Trezona   ¶ Lee McDonnell  ¶ Niluh Wayan Suharini   

¶ Dale Forsyth ¶ Lulu Saleh ¶ Sangay Dema  

¶ Elizabeth Szczepanska ¶ Marnie Ryan  ¶ Sanjanah Rughoober 

¶ Heidi Sommer- Stinson ¶ Michelle Link  ¶ Sheen Shania Rosunally 

 ******************************************************************************************** 

HARMONY FESTIVAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2026 

Feedback received from community members and stall holders was considered at an open community 

debrief of the festival which resulted in the following recommendations for future events: 

MARKETING AND PROMOTION 

¶ A comprehensive marketing and promotion plan to be developed to ensure maximum reach and 

engagement. 

¶ 2x LED screens to be placed near the stage and MWMA stall, displaying event information and 

promoting stalls. 

¶ Create mini video reels to promote the event on Facebook and other social media platforms. 

¶ Country in Focus: Launch a Facebook survey to select the featured country — offer a “Shop 

Local” prize to encourage participation. 

¶ Invite local community groups to partner with MWMA and create an immersive, interactive 

experience that highlights their unique cultural backgrounds. This could include: 

¶ Cultural Pavilions: Each community group designs a mini "home" representing their culture — 

with traditional décor, artifacts, and displays. Visitors can explore different cultures in one space. 

¶ Sponsor Banners (especially Lotterywest and OMI) to be ordered at least two weeks prior to 

ensure timely arrival for display. 
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 STALLHOLDERS 

¶ Pre-event briefing via Zoom to continue as higher attendance than site meetings 

¶ Non-attendance notification: Stallholders unable to attend at short notice, to notify by mobile 

FIRST AID 

¶ Invite Champion Bay Surf Lifesaving Club to provide first aid services. 

ACTIVITIES 

¶ Fusion to host a "Tug of War" activity in front of stage as part of community engagement. 

¶ Expand cultural craft workshops — e.g., Origami workshops. 

¶ Kite Kinetics to provide an onsite kite-making workshop — interactive for all ages. 

¶ Cultural "Passport Adventure": Provide attendees with a festival "passport" that is stamped as 

they visit different cultural booths and activities — full passports go into a prize draw! 

 

PROGRAM 

¶ Two MCs to ensure seamless transitions, cover breaks, and maintain high energy. 

¶ MCs to regularly promote activities and stalls to encourage crowd movement and participation. 

¶ Parade to serve as the grand finale to wrap up the festival with excitement and unity. 

 

MWMA Stall 

¶ Focus to distribute information/site maps on festival program/activities and MWMA organisation. 

¶ Relocate stall to a stand-alone, high-visibility position. 

¶ Volunteer shifts to rotate hourly for smooth, consistent coverage. 

¶ World Maps & free raffle: 

o Stickers for attendees to identify their country of origin 

o Tickets entered into a sealed box — opened at the draw. 

o All tickets retained for MWMA to record countries of origin, postcodes, and any attendee 

who wishes to receive information in the future from MWMA. 

o Tickets shredded post-event for privacy compliance. 

 

 VOLUNTEERS 

¶ Clear breakdown of tasks for before, during, and after the event. 

¶ On-the-day volunteer roles to include: 

o Engage the crowd: Hand out “Welcome Stickers” to gauge attendance (supporting current 

security headcount estimates). 

o Check in with stallholders for in person feedback and support. 

o Encourage attendees to complete evaluation forms, either online or hard copy, for event 

improvement insights. 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
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CONTRIBUTION OF MWMA MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS 

 
× In support of the Midwest Multicultural Association activities including planning for Harmony 

Festival, from November 20, 2024, to March 26, 2025, a total of individual and meeting hours 

contributed by volunteers was 736.50. Attributing a value of $32 per hour, amounts to a total 

contribution of $23,568. 

 

× Additionally, the Engagement Officer employed from January 30, 2025 contributed 144.75 hours to 

planning, promotion and delivery of the event. 

 

× On festival day, volunteers from TS Morrow Australian Navy Cadets, MWMA members, TAFE 

international students and friends of MWMA contributed 123 hours from preparing the event space, 

delivering and packing up after Harmony Festival 2025. Attaching a value of $32 per hour to the 

volunteer time, amounts to contributions of $3,936. 

 

× This reflects the dedication and commitment of our members and volunteers in supporting and 

strengthening our community initiatives, in making Geraldton a vibrant and exciting place to live, 

work and play. 
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Harmony Festival poster was circulated in the community on MWMA Facebook, Website, and via 

database of more than 350 contacts, in the print media as well as on Office of Multicultural Interests 

and City of Greater Geraldton websites. 
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HARMONY FESTIVAL 2025 IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 

Advertisements: 

¶ Midwest Times, Wednesday 26 February 2025 (Poster) - 19,800 copies 
¶ Geraldton Guardian Friday 7 March 2025 (Poster) - 4,500 copies 

¶ Midwest Times, Wednesday 26 March 2025 (Thank you to sponsors & partners) - 19,800 copies 
 

Editorials: 

¶ Geraldton Guardian Friday 14 March 2025 - 4,500 copies 

¶ Geraldton Guardian Tuesday 18 March 2025 - 3,000 copies 

¶ Midwest Times, Wednesday 19 March 2025 - 19,800 copies 
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The Harmony Festival 2025 was a resounding success, bringing together diverse cultures 

in a spirit of unity and celebration. The Midwest Multicultural Association extends 

heartfelt gratitude to all who contributed, ensuring this event was a memorable and 

impactful experience for the community. 

 

FUTURE FESTIVALS: 

¶ Festival of Lights 1 November 2025, Stow Gardens, Geraldton 

¶ Harmony Festival Saturday 14 March 2026, Stow Gardens, Geraldton 

 

 

 


