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Overview 

The Festival of Lights was a tremendous success, attracting over 3,500 attendees to 

celebrate our vibrant multicultural community. The event featured a diverse range of 

stallholders, children’s activities, and performances, showcasing the best of what our 

region has to offer. 

Stow Gardens was transformed 

into a lively space by the dedicated 

organising committee, creating a 

memorable atmosphere for all. The 

festival featured a variety of 

entertainment, including local 

dances and singers from the wider 

multicultural community. 

Family-friendly activities included, 

exploring technology by 

dismantling projectors, making 

fairy lanterns and lava lamps, wheelchair basketball, walking soccer, eye health screenings 

and a range of traditional family games.   

With representatives from more than sixty different cultures in the Midwest, the 2024 

Festival of Lights emphasised and celebrated the rich cultural diversity of the region. 

From small beginnings, the volunteer led Midwest Multicultural Association, incorporated 

in 2008, has developed key activities such as: 

❖ English as a Second Language (ESL) classes held weekly during school terms 

❖ Harmony Festival held annually in March 

❖ Festival of Lights held annually in November 

❖ Multicultural Concert held during Seniors Week celebrations in November 
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Goals & Achievements  

1. Celebrate Cultural Diversity through an overarching Light theme: Showcasing 

the rich cultural traditions of various communities through lighting displays, 

performances, and installations. 

2. Foster Community Engagement and Unity: Creating a space where people from 

all backgrounds come together to share, celebrate, and learn about each other’s 

cultures. The goal was to strengthen community bonds by bringing together diverse 

groups and to foster understanding. 

 

3. Promote Inclusivity and Accessibility: The festival was 

accessible to people of all ages, abilities, and 

backgrounds, including offering activities for children, 

seniors, and people with disabilities. Creating a 

welcoming and safe environment for all. 

4. Support Local Artists and Performers: Showcasing local talent through 

multicultural performances and artistic displays that reflect the theme of light and 

diversity. Supporting local artists and performers enriched the festival experience 

for attendees. 

5. Encourage Family Participation: Providing a range of family-friendly activities that 

celebrate light and cultural diversity, from interactive light installations to hands-on 

arts and crafts.  

6. Create a Safe and Welcoming Environment: Prioritising safety and inclusivity by 

offering a non-discriminatory space for all individuals, regardless of race, ethnicity, 

religion, or socio-economic background. Fostering a sense of belonging and 

equality, where everyone feels valued and respected. 

7. Promote Cultural Exchange: The festival is an opportunity for live cultural 

exchange through food stalls, art displays, storytelling, and performances. This 

encourages learning about different cultures and traditions, promoting tolerance 

and breaking down cultural misconceptions. 
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8. Build Partnerships with Local Organisations: Collaborating with local cultural 

groups, businesses, and non-profits to co-host events, activities, and workshops. 

Strengthening relationships within the local 

community creates a more vibrant and 

collaborative event. 

9. Encourage Personal Reflection: The festival 

offered attendees the chance to reflect on their 

experiences and express personal gratitude 

through a dedicated gratitude tree.  

10. Engage public to join our MWMA network: 

Encourage attendees to join the MWMA 

network by signing up for our newsletter, keeping them informed about future 

events and opportunities to get involved. (53 new contacts made) 

The people who made the event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage & Activity Program 

 

  

    

 

 

Cultures represented  

❖ Australian 

❖ Chinese 

❖ Indian 

❖ New Zealand 

 All Things Dance 

Midwest Indian Cultural Society Pesona Indonesia 

Chinese Peony Flowers Geraldton Mabuhay Society 

Natthamon 

Weber 

 

Cultures represented: 

❖ African 

❖ Filippino 

❖ Indonesian 

❖ Thai 
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Stallholders 
Food Stallholders: 

 

● Alex Streetfood (Germany) - NEW  

● Amenah Satay House (Cocos Malay) 

● Aussie Outlaw Sauces - NEW 

● Big Softy Ice Cream Vans, Geraldton 

● Dark Horse Hire (NZ) 

● Fusion Gelato (Germany) 

● Geraldton Greenough Farmers Markets 

● Islamic Association (Islam Community) 

● José BBQ (Brazil) - NEW (see image)  

● OMG Decadent Donuts, Geraldton (Sweden) 

● Remi French Streetfood (France)  

● Tacos Locos (Mexico) 
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Other Stallholders: 

 

● Australian Christians - NEW 

● Amanda’s Emporium - NEW 

● Belinda Cantwell Photography -NEW 

● Henna by WK (top image) 

● Jim’s Carpet Cleaning - NEW (bottom image) 

● Jodie Bradley Photography 

● Laser Craft - NEW 

● Liberal Party - NEW 

● Medibank Private - NEW  

● Mrs Ewes Sheep & Co - NEW  

● NGK Woodturning  

● Nimble Fingers 

● Pollinators 

● Radio MAMA 

● RUAH Community Services - NEW 

● Thermomix Jo Blayney 

● Ultrasound Photographer - NEW 

● Wandina Primary School Parents & Citizens 

 

 

 

 

Workshops & Activities 
 

● Geraldton Project - DIY Fairy Lanterns using re-used jars, fairy lights, pipe-cleaners 

and posca markers.  

● Midwest E-Waste - Hands-on dismantling old projectors to gain a better 

understanding of how they work.  

● Ngala - DIY Lava lamps using prefilled bottles of oil, glitter, coloured dye and selza. 

● WA Centre for Rural Health (WACRH) - Optometry students - a range of eye 

testing, including photos of back and front of eye, colour blindness testing.  
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Watoto World 
(Watoto means kids in Swahili)  

 

● Animal Riders - inanimate animal rides  

● Face Painting Magic 

● Fusion Games - a range of family friendly games 

● Hop-Upon-A-Pony - live pony rides  

● Mini Madness - Mini Golf  

● Midwest Aerial Acrobatics Studios - clowns on stilts 

● Midwest Bounce & Fun - jumping castles x 2  

● Old MacDonald’s Travelling Farms - live farm animals  

● Woorree Scouts - Inflatable Archery 

 

 

Remaja World  
(Remaja means teens in Bahasa Indonesia)  

 

● Cape Burney Fire Brigade - The Cape Burney Fire Brigade showcased their 

fire truck and volunteer team at the festival, engaging with attendees to raise 

awareness about their services, fire safety, and their role in the community. 

● Atlas Wheelchair Basketball - At the festival, Atlas Wheelchair Basketball 

hosted interactive games, giving attendees the chance to try the sport and 

learn about adaptive sports, while promoting inclusivity and accessibility. 

● Silent Disco - The Silent Disco at the festival offered a fun, family-friendly 

experience, with participants wearing wireless headphones to dance and 

enjoy music together in a lively yet quieter environment. 

● WA Cricket -  WA Cricket hosted an interactive activity at the festival, offering 

cricket drills and encouraging the community participation in local teams, 

promoting inclusivity and strengthening connections within the sport. 

● Walking Soccer -  a low-impact agile sport for all ages.  
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Volunteer Individuals and Groups  
 

Since 24th March, 2024, a total of 1,457 volunteer hours were dedicated to MWMA activities 

plus 585 hours by the Engagement Officer employed since 13 April.   Allocating a value of 

$25 per hour to volunteer support, reflects the significant time and effort contributed by 

volunteers, translating to an estimated value of $36,425 (which included support for the 

Festival of Lights). Volunteers were essential in ensuring the event's logistical setup and 

pack down and overall success. 

 

Key Volunteers in 2024: 

● TS Morrow Navy Cadets x 18 

● Sun City Youth Leaders  

● Midwest African Association - First Aid Services 

● MWMA volunteers x 20 people  
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Supporters & Sponsors  

Major Sponsors 

 

● ATLAS  

● Beam 

● Blooms The Chemist 

● Cape Burney Fire Brigade 

● Central Regional Tafe 

● Dongara Marine 

● Fusion 

● Geraldton & Midwest E-Waste 

● Great Western Insurance Brokers 

● Hari Kumar 

● JMH Group 

● Kathy Councillor 

● Kick Solutions 

● Lara Dalton MLA 

● Ngala 

● Orana Cinemas 

● Rigters IGA Supermarkets 

● Rob Dines, Ocean Air 

● Siti Madkhul 

● The Geraldton Project   

● TS Morrow Navy Cadets 

● Veolia 

● WA Newspapers  

● Total Toilets 

● Kennards Hire 

● Shane Love MLA  

● Sweet Orange Productions 

● Midwest Qube Bulk
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Promotions 

 

● Displayed online via MWMA website, Office of Multicultural Interests website, 

City of Greater Geraldton website. 

● Displayed on public noticeboards, digital noticeboards and businesses in key 

locations (10 x A3, 40 x A4, & 80 x A5) 

● QEII Seniors Newsletter emailed to a network of 920 centre attendees. 

● Emailed to 30 schools in the region. 

● In print media - Midwest Times 23/10/24 and Geraldton Guardian 25/10/24.  

● Circulated to 9 cultural groups, to MWMA members and database (over 400). 

and via Friday Circulars in Midwest and Gascoyne (over 1000).  
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Social Media pre-event 
Publication of the event commenced on 21 August 2024. 

Content cross-posted on group pages: Geraldton Community Noticeboard, 

Greenough Community Crier, Northampton Community Page WA, Geraldton (WA) 

NOTICEboard, Kalbarri info noticeboard, Walkaway Community, Geraldton Mabuhay 

Cultural Association, Midwest Community Fusion Bellydancers.  

 

Radio 
Radio interviews conducted pre-event by Noma Mahlangu, MWMA Chair with: 

● ABC Radio with Glen Barndon 

● Radio MAMA, MAMA’s Morning Show 
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Major Sponsor Banners 

 

 

Newspapers  

 

 

 

 

Pre-event:  

Geraldton Guardian, 

Friday 1st November - 

4,500 copies circulated 

throughout Midwest and 

Gascoyne Region 
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Post event: The Geraldton Guardian Tuesday 12th November, 2024 - 3000 copies circulated  

throughout Midwest and Gascoyne Region 
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Thank You Advertisement  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation: 

Comments were received from the public, stall holders and performers as well as the 

committee and friends undertaking a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 

Threats) analysis. 

In essence: 

Feedback from community: 

• Enjoyed the variety of performances and children’s activities 

• Suggested more audience participation in dances 

Feedback from stall holders: 

• Atmosphere with family vibe and different cultures was great 

• Great variety of stalls and activities 

• Was very busy on own stall 

• Needed assistance to find location on site 

• Marquee for face painter provided shade and had chairs for parents - great  

Post Event:  

Midwest Times 13 Nov 2024 

Half page - 19,800 copies 

circulated throughout 

Midwest and Gascoyne Region 
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Recommendations for 2025 
Partnerships ❖ Contact coordinators of events taking place on the same 

weekend for possible linkages/cross promotions 

Performance ❖ High profile headline act supported by local performers 

 
 
 
Promotion 

❖ Promotion of sponsors on social media as soon as they 
confirm their level of support for festival  

❖ Utilising stall holders to co-contribute to marketing event via 
Facebook posts 

❖ Promotion using radio stations more in the lead up to 
festival 

❖ Early notice to 30 plus schools in Midwest to include festival 
notice in school newsletters and on their social media 

 
 
 
 
Volunteers  

❖ Divide the event preparation tasks into 'bite size, connect 
with Centacare volunteer service for help e.g. putting out 
posters, and banners, taking banners down the day after the 
festival, wash them down and roll up ready to be stored for 
next event 

❖ Festival day: Leaders of both volunteer teams to be briefed 
fully on tasks for both set up and pack down tasks within 
time limits. Written task lists to be provided. 

 
 
 
 
Site set up  

❖ Week prior to event - stallholders to have option of attending 
online briefing or on-site briefing in regard to procedures 
including access/egress, set up and power needs to avoid 
issues on festival day. 

❖ Increase lighting as part of site plans plus encourage stalls 
to decorate with lights 

❖ Staggering time of arrival of vans and marquees 

❖ Separate large food vans with marquee stall holders for 
ease of parking   

❖ Acknowledgement of major sponsors to be via large PVC 
banners rather than tear drop banners (as parts go missing 
during pack up) 

 
 
 
Activities  
 
 
  

❖ Include the Gratitude Tree again - very popular 

❖ More interactive activities such as animal races e.g. 
sausage dogs, parade of boats decorated with lights 

❖ Walk-a-rounds after dark with person in costume with LED 
lights 

❖ Add unique activities such as Fashion Show, fire show (fire 
twirling) 

 
Evaluation 

❖ Encourage more public/stall holder/performer's feedback via 
surveys - via QR code as well as written. Offer incentive/s to 
participate  
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.  

Our next event is Harmony Festival  

on 15 March 2025.  

We hope to see you there! 
 

 

 

 

NEXT Festival of Lights - 1 November 2025 at Stow Gardens, Geraldton 
 

 


